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| would be observable in acts relating to its early settle- 
LOTTERY SYSTEM. |ment. Accordingly, the second lottery granted by 


a. . * oN x Ad. | Parliament was authorized in the reign of the first 
Having published in No. 7 of the Register, an James, for carrying on the colonization of Virginia.— 


dress to the cititizens of Pennsylvania and the United | 70 Co ctern colonies too, if not directly assisted, ex- 


States, by ‘‘ The Pennsylvania Society for the Suppres- | perienced the unhappy effects of the same spirit of le- 
sion of Lotteries,” we have extracted from a larger | gislation. So early as 1699, the “ministers met at Bos- 


work, by the same pen, certain parts thereof for this | ton,” felt themselves called upon to denounce the lot- 


; : me ‘ tery asacheat, and its agents as pillagers of the peo- 
number, which are valuable in a historical point af ple. But notwithstanding this early denanciation of 


view. Mr. Tyson has spent much labour upon this ; the system, and its recent extinction in England, the 
subject, and his facts may be received with entire con- | lottery has taken deep root and shot its noxious branch- 
fidenc es into many portions of the American Union. Le- 
pate ‘ gislative sanction may here be seen given to this vice 
under the various pretences of excavating canals,building 
A Brief Survey of the great extent and evil tendencies | bridges, erecting school houses,and endowing colleges, 
of the Lottery System,as existing in the United States, | a5 well as for the construction of edifices devoted to 
| worshiping the Deity! Unhappy indeed, that the lo- 

By Jos R. Txson. 


| ver of freedom should consent to aim a deliberate blow 

Published by order of a meeting of citizens of Philadel- at his proud institutions; and that the Christian votary 

phia, favorable to the entire abolition of Lotteries, — should inflict a deep wound upon religion and morality 
1833. with the ostensible view of aiding their promotion! 

. ; | But whatever has been instrumental in the diffusion 

Gambling, by means of the lottery, is not of very mo- | of Jottery grants in the United States, the objects to 


dern origin. ‘hough it has been tulerated, and even | which they have been applied are not more multifa- 
fostered by Christian communities, it dates its birth so | 


os ; | rious than their number and amount have been over- 
far back as a remote period in the history of the Ro- | whelming. There now exist, in the different states, no 
mans. he uses to which it was applied among them, 


: ; : " ‘less than twelve or fourteen lotteries which claim for 
are faithfully delineated by Menestrier, a Jesuit father, | their origin the authority of legal sanction. What the 


who published the result of his researches about the ‘amounts hazarded in a single week may be, it is diffi- 
close of the seventeenth century. | cult to calculate with any thing like precision. That it 

The Christian world is indebted to the republic of | is even prodigious in amount, may be presumed from 
Genoa for suggesting the idea of resorting to the lotte- | the fact, that in the single state of New York, schemes 
ry asa measure of finance. From Italy it migrated in. | have been issued, since the adoption of her new consti- 
to France, about the year 1580, where its history pre- | tution, to the enormous sum of (hirty-seven millions of 
sen's one dark page of poverty, wretchedness and crime. | dollars. In Pennsylvania, schemes issued under the au- 
Its introduction into Great Britain was early, being nur- | thority of seven other states, are vended to an incredi- 
tured and sustained by the paternal arm of government | ble amount, in direct and notorious violation of law.— 
as a happy expedient for raising money upon the prin- | It could not have been anticipated by the provincial as- 
ciple of voluntary taxation. The first lottery mention- | sembly of 1762, when it prohibited lotteries with a 


ed in English history was established in 1567; and Mait- 
land of Stowe informs us, that in 1569, two years after, 
there were but three lottery offices in the kingdom.— 
A few years sufficed to bring an enormous accession to 
the number, and divers statutes were enacted, to as- 
suage, by restrictions and penalties, the malignity of 
their influence. 
emergency of its purpose; a new genius awoke into be- 
ing, competent to evade, by dexterity and stratagem, 
the provisions of each new law. Atlength its enormity 
had become too obvious and crying to be longer with- 
stood without a serious inquiry into the means which 
had been employed for its palliation. That inquiry was 


made, and on the recommendation of a committee of 


the House of Commons, new guards were applied. — 
Still checks were found to be but temporary allevia- 
tions, which, like most remedies of that nature, pro- 
duced the effect of giving false security to the patient, 
rather than efficacy in counteracting the disease. No- 


thing less than the total abolition of the system, was _ 


capable of expel.ing a poison so deeply seated and 
pervading. 
It may well be supposed, that if it prevailed in Eng- 
land when this country was colonized, the policy 
Vor. XIV. 


| striking preamble and a high penalty, that a few years 


would witness their multiplication to such an extent.— 
This colonial legislation, whilst it displays the domestic 
feelings of the colonists, at an early period, likewise de- 


/monstrates the foreign origin of the lottery system.— 
| But this is more distinctly shown by the proviso of the 
But no emollient was equal to the | 


act which saves from the general probibition, *‘all state 


‘lotteries enacted and licensed by act of Parliament in 


Great Britain.” ‘There is no doubt that the parent 
country taught her imitative offspring to domesticate 
the lotterv,by pointing out the uses which it might sub- 
serve. This fact informs us what is by no means unim- 
portant, that the lottery is a weed which -is not indige- 
nous to this soil; that it did not spring up in this coun- 


‘try, the result of necessity or the dictate of pecuniary 
| expediency. 


By adverting to the act referred to, it 
will be found that our ancestors pronounced it to be a 


ee 
| mischievous and unlawful game—to be “detrimental to 


youth and ruinous to the poor—the source of fraud and 
dishonesty—alike hurtful to industry, commerce, and 
' trade—as it was baneful to the interests of good citizen- 
ship, morality, and virtue. Let us take a rapid survey 
| of its tendency as a public measure, and of its operation 
upon those who come within the sphere of its influence, 
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both as the source of pecuniary emolument or ruin to | This grant, which may be dated in 1811, was to raise 
its votaries, and as a meritorious instrument of adven- | $340,000 for the purposes of the Union Canal, By a 
ture, or the means of idleness, dissipation, licentious- | contract entered into with certain enterprising gentle- 
ness and crime. ‘men of New York, schemes were permitted to be 

The English Chancellor of the Exchequer proposed issued to an indefinite extent, upon the anuual 
the lottery fora long series of years, as a justifiable | payment into the hands of the company, of the 
public measure, on the principle of its being only a | sum of thirty thousand dollars. In pursuance of this 
voluntary taxation assumed by those who adventure. — | contract, and under the assumed anthority of the grant, 
Can it, upon any just view of the subject, be regarded | schemes were issued during the last year to the amount 
asatax? Does the ostensible sum to be levied consti- | of five millions, three hundred and thirteen thousand and 
tute the whole of the assessment? And is itequal in its | fifty-six dollars. Including the sum of $6,479,136, as 
operation, by imposing a burden on the citizen rela- | the estimate for the present year, schemes -will have 
tively commensurate with his pecuniary ability? been issued by the last of December, exceeding alto- 

A fundamental principle of all taxation, as recogniz- | gether the astonishing aggregate of thirty-three millions 
ed in the usages of civilized societies, is, that it should | dollars! If the career of this lottery, so unreasona- 








spring from some subject either of property or enjoy- | ble and portentous, had not been arrested at the hst 
ment, Itis entirely consistent with the acknowledged | session of the legislature, it would be difficult to con- 
principles of government that the citizen should pay | jecture how many millions more would be assessed up- 
for the enjoyment of a luxury as well as fur the posses- | on the people under the pretence that the amount of 
sion of his lands and houses; but that cannot with any | the grant had not been attained. It thus appears, that 
propriety be called taxation which looks to no such | to collect a few dollars by means of a lottery, the as- 
substantive basis of assessment. Nothing exists upon | sessment must be thousands; and if the object be to ac- 
which it can be founded. Does the adventurer in the | cumulate a few thousands, no less than millions are to 
lottery, when he loses thousands in a single drawing, | be extracted from the pockets of the people! What 
reconcile him-elf to his misfortune upon the ingenious | in all probability would become of the fortunes of a 
supposition, that he has only been paying his taxes? | nation whose infatuated government were to employ,as 
Does he embark in his purchases upon the ground of | its only dependence, a system of taxation so insidious 
liquidating a debt due to the state, or because he in- | in its effects, and so absorbing in its requisitions? 
dulges the delusive hope of obtaining a golden return? | But the inequality of its operation renders the lottery 
If he does not consent to his loss upon any but the prin- | equally oppressive andintolerable. Whoare the chief 
ciple of individual hazard, it is idle to speak of volunta- | contributors to this frightful and unheard of taxation? 
ry taxation. Things should be known by their appro- | Are they the wealthy, the intelligent, and the wary— 
priate titles. It is the grossest solecism, and for the | those who can afford to adventure, and are able to 
purposes of artifice, to call the lottery a tax, while it is } penetrate the subtleties of speculation—or the needy, 
a contrivance for raising revenue out of the credulity, | the ignorant, the weak, and the desperate? Seek in- 
the weak nesses,and the vicious propensities of the lower | formation at the lottery office and the periodical draw- 
classes of the people. ings. Behold there the chimney-sweep, the servant, 
But the asserted right to raise money by lottery for | the apprentice, the clerk, the man of slender means 
other reasons, bears no resemblance to the taxing privi- | ambitious of becoming suddenly wealthy! Behold the 
lege. In the sum specified to be raised by any given lot- | large group of unprotected humanit’ whose fate the 
tery, the whole amount actually to be drained from the | tramme'ls of its fascination have so unresistingly secur- 
pockets of the people never appears. It isa striking fea- | ed! ‘These comprise the largest portion of the taxed—of 
ture of the system, that all is wrapt in concealment and | those who are seduced by the splendid lures of the lotte- 
obscurity. The proposition for example to raise by 
lottery ten or fifteen thousand dollars, which is to be | these isa sufficient reason for branding it as one of the 
expended in public charity or internal improvements, | most iniquitous and mischievous systems of taxation, so 
from the smallness of the sum, is not supposed to be | called, ever invented by human ingenuity. Its effects 
worthy of serious remonstrance or opposition. As the | upon the indigent may be illustrated by a fact in the 
grant confers only the power to offer a few tick- | history of the lottery in Turin. For severals days pre- 
ets for sale, the perchase of which is free fromcon- | vious to the drawings, the usual supply of provisions 
straint, and resting wholly upon the volition of the | was not carried to market, because, about that period 
buyers, no objection, it is thought, shculd be urged |the p or were in the habit of famishing themselves, 
against it. And, when the destination of the sum is | with a view to embarking more largely in lottery ad- 
considered, it appears to be so meritorious upon the | ventures. 
score of benevolence or public spirit,that the measure, As therefore the position of the Chancellor cannot 
from meeting at first with acquiescence, is hailed with | be sustained, upon the acknowledged principles of tax- 
popularity. But is it taken into the account, that to} ation, let us view the lottery as a public measure in 
raise so trivial an amount, sometimes requires the issu- | other respects. Is it hurtful or otherwise to the moral 
ing of schemes approaching to a million of dollars?— | sensibilities and general welfare’—There are few go- 
Let us refer to examples. Two lotteries in Maine, au- | vernments which do not wish to promote honourable 
thorized in 1831, according to acalculation which has | sentiments and habitual industry among the people.— 
been made, issued schemes to the amount of sixty thou- | This at least is the theory of most governments, which 
sand dollars, to enable them to leave a surplus in the | are framed on the principles of civil freedom and social 
treasury, beyond the expenses, of fourteen dollars and | equality. When we foster industry and reward genius, 
twenty-one cents! The legislature of Massachusetts | when we establish institutions of learning, or give birth 
granted to the town of Plymouth, in the year 1812,the | to those of benevolence, we intend to repress idleness 
privilege of raising by lottery the sum of $16,000,for the | and vice, and to bring into exercise the better disposi- 
the purpose of completing certain repairs in the Ply- | tions of the mind and heart. Is it compatible with these 
mouth Beach. After the lapse of nine years, during which | intentions to choke the seeds of virtue and industry by 
period classes had been drawn amounting in the aggre- | offering encouragement to idleness, and giving nutri- 
gate to eight hundred and eighty-six thousand, four hun- | ment to vice? France, when she receives the enormous 
dred and thirty-nine dollars, and seventy-five cents, it was | sum of twelve millions of francs per annum, from her 
ascertained that only nine thousand eight hundred and gambling tables and her lotteries, seems to act upon the 
seventy-six dollars, and seventeen cents, was contributed principle that so large a sum in her public coffers, 
to the object in view! Another remarkable instance is countervails the private injury which they are the means 
presented to the same effect, in the Union Canal Lot- | of inflicting. Thus it may have been with Great Bri- 
tery, authorized by the legislature of Pennsylvania. | tain, after inquiry and research, had proved its ruinous 


ry craft. The want and distress which it occasions among 
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influences. Those States of our republican Union 
which adhere to the system of raising money by lottery, 
must likewise believe, if they reflect at all upon the 
principle upon which it is founded, that public aggran- 
dizement is preferable to public and private virtue.— 
By why isthe public money expended for the suppres- 
sion of vice? For what purposes are houses of refuge 
and penitentiaries for solitary confinement?) Why are 
schools established for moral and literary instruction at 
the public expense? ‘he lottery system is in direct 
conflict with the policy of these. ‘whe one seeks to 
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to portray, by a stroke, in colours sufficiently dark and 
hideous, the true aspect of the latter, and ask whether 
the horrors of the Palais Roya! would not dwindle in 
the comparison? Would it be difficult to show that if 
the lottery in Paris alone should bring nearly seven mil- 
lions of francs annually into the national treasury, and 
produce, according to Dupin, one hundred suicides in 
the same period, that evenin France, it must present a 
black and abhorrent visage? But declining an extend. 
ed comparison, because it can prove neither useful nor 
agreeable, we prefer to exhibit the effects of the lotte- 








benefit the morals of society at the public charge, and | ry by cases and examples, and to substitute a series of 
the other to raise money by the destruction of morali- | dry but well authenticated facts for general descrip- 
ty. Is it consistent with enlightened policy to found | tion. 


institutions, whose professed object is to elevate the 
tone of popular virtue, while a system is permitted to 
remain, whose acknowledged operation is to impair or 
destroy their precious results? {s it the perfection of 
wisdom in legislation to collect money by means of an 
agent which re vice, while immense sums are even 
generously expended in its suppression? 

But this view proceeds upon an assumption that the 
lottery is profitable as a branch of revenue, which is 
by no means susceptible of demonstration. It leads its 
votary from the safe paths of provident thrift and sober 
industry to the labyrinths of visionary hope, and sub- 
stitutes the idle dreams of speculation for the certain 
promises of reward for useful labour. When the ener- 
gy of the character is laid waste by ignoble or ing!o- 
rious pursuits, dissipation and extravagance soon ren- 
der the victim incapable of supporting himself. From 
a respectable citizen he soon degenerates into a de- 
graded pauper. It has been calculated in England 
where the lottery is merely a financial operation for the 
benefit of the treasury, that the pauperism directly en- 


Before we refer to the lottery as it exists in this coun- 
try, let us review its history and effects in England, 
whence we have derived it. It will be recollected, that 
there the public coffers were supposed to be enriched 
by it as an instrument of revenue,and that it was guard- 
ed by laws of great severity. The committee appoint- 
ed by the House of Commons in the year 1808, exam- 
ed individuals upon the evils of the lottery in general,as 
well asin relation to its imperfections as a legal system. 
Crimes of every dye were found to be committed, sui- 
cides were frequent, and the extent of legal insurances 
which it introduced, were greater than could have en- 
tered into the imaginations of its enemies. The effect 
of recent enactments, which were intended to be reme- 
dial of certain abuses, formed a fruitful topic of inquiry 
by the committee. It wasascertained that these abuses 
still continued, notwithstanding the most cautious and 
watchful legislation; and that no laws were competent 
to their suppression. . ° . * 

Such are some of the facts elicited by the examina. 
tions of the committee of the House of Commons,whose 











gendered by it, more than obsorbs the revenue it yields. repo't led to enactments, assuasive, they were consid- 
In this country where it has never been employed as | ered, of the complicated and :.ccumulated evils of the 
the monetary handmaid of government, the vast expen- lottery. Other examinations show what it is here un- 
diture arising from its concomitant pauperism, has no | necessary to quote—the ingenious and multiplied expe- 
fund to which it can look for indemnity. We thus tole- | dients of the lottery venders for evading the laws, as 
rate a system which induces domestic distresses, vices | well as the perfidy of the government officers in wink- 
and crimes of every diversity, to raise money which is ing at transgressions, and partaking of the fruits of il- 
swallowed up by the public charges which it is the | licit adventures. The whole report discloses a scene 
means of entailing! If then the lottery be indefensible of iniquity so multiform, and of misery so hopeless, as 
asa public measure upon any ground upon which it | tosickenand appalthe mind. he restrictions intend- 
may be placed, we are reduced to the necessity of in- | ed by new statutes soon ceased to exhibit any mitiga- 
quiring, whether it is permitted to exist without reflec- | tion in their effects, till at last the whole system was 
tion and regardless of consequences, or because public | abscinded as the most noxious and venomous excre- 
opinion has not been enlightened on the subject of its | scence that could deform the legislation or poison the 
enormity? We believe the latter; and for the purpose | moral atmosphere of England. ‘This temporary sus- 
of giving some exposition of its direful and lamentable | pension of the system was preceded by events which, 
effects,we propose to exhibit by well authenticated ex- | perhaps, will ever be remembered in the annals of 
amples, some of the evils which owe to it existence. self-destruction. A scheme was formed in London, 
A comparison between lotteries and manual chance } displaying several magnificent prizes of £50,000, and 
will convince any one that the lottery is the most seduc- £100,000, which tempted to ventures of very large 
tive and injurious of all systems of gaming. We are | amount, and the night of the drawing was signalized by 
not desirous of concealing ary of the horrors of the Pa- | fifty cases of suicide! With these tragedies terminat- 
lais Royal of Paris, nor of drawing a veil over the atro- | ed, for a brief period, the career of the lottery in the 
cities which are there committed, the fortunes that are | English Isle. From facts of this character, what opinion 
wrecked, or the suicides which it leads to, but we | are we authorized to form of the magnitude of this 
might contend upon facts not to be controverted, and | evil? An evil which paralizes industry, destroys do- 
— reasoning plainly deduced, that the establishment | mestic concord, saps the foundation of correct princi- 
of a Palais Royal in Philadelphia, orin any of our prin. | ples, and leads to the commission of the darkest crimes 
cipal cities, is less earnestly to be deprecated, because | in the criminal calendar? What ought we to think of 
less diffusive in its influence than the continuance of | that legislation which can give it protection? As well 
our present lotteries. For the purposes of a faircon- | might a legislature cherish by the public bounty, a 
trast, we may refer to Scott’s Visit to Paris in 1814, as | monster whose pestilential and baneful breath scatter- 
a book which gives a competent insight into that scene | ed deformity, disease, and death widely over the coun- 
of debauchery. We select this single inst»nce, because | try. 
from the protection which play receives from the go-| But the immense revenue of a million pounds sterling, 
vernment of France, as a means of revenue, and from | which at that time the treasury annually derived from 
a peculiar proclivity in the passions of the people,gam- | the lottery, was too great a temptation to be long re- 





























bling is there made to present a spectacle of abandon- 
ment and vice deplorable without example. 
Can we oppose to a picture such as manual chance 


sisted. It was saon again introduced into the Budget, 
as anitem, which, notwithstanding its direct consequen- 
ces in the extinction of revenue, ‘*‘ the state of the finan- 







there displays, any thing so dreadful and terrific in the | ces’ could not forego. Large sums were year after 
operation of the lottery’ It would be no difficult task year levied upon the people by this detestable expe- 
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dient to fill the coffers of the treasury. It is related upon | ceive. We should witness the severance of the closest 
good authority that the annual subsidy has seldom been j and dearest connections of life; the violation of the sa- 
less than a million since the period of the revolution. — cred vows of wedlock; and the disruption of the tender 
If it required the issuing of schemes in the Union Canal | ties of consanguinity and nature. Woe, the most keen 
to the amount of thirty-three millions for the purpose of | and heart-rending, would meet our gaze in all the mul- 





collecting $340,000, we may presume that the annual 
sales in England must be startling. The evils of the 
system again invoked the attention of the British pub- 
lic in 1819, and a very interesting debate took place in 
Parliament. The propriety of its continuance was ably 
discussed by such men as Lyttleton, Buxton, Wilber- 
force, Canning and Castlereagh. The whole subject 
was passed in review—its erroneous policy—its irreme- 
diable mischiefs—its sure tendencies and ascertained re- 
sults—but all gave way to the tnvincible necessity of it as 
ameans of revenue. The committee of 1808 had de- 
veloped one pregnant and overwhelming fact which 
furnished to all arguments derivable from that source, a 
convincing and unanswerable reply. It was calculated 
that if the lottery were abolished, the increased con- 


sumption of exciseable articles would more than coun- | 


tervail its loss to the treasury. In vindication of the 
system, the Chancellor, it is alleged, assumed a position 
which is irreconcilable with all sound principles of go- 
vernment and all orthodox notions of ethics. He is said 
to have asserted that as there was always floating in so- 
ciety a given quantity of vicious inclinations, he had a 
right to turn them to the best account,—that as the 
spirit of gambling was rife, he was justified, as a finan- 
cier, in making it ancillary to the public burthens. It 
is not easy to decide whether such a sentiment is more 


_ incongruous with policy considered merely asa matter 


of profit, or repugnant to just and moral principles.— 
Shall we pamper vices because they exist! Is it en- 
lightened prudence or true virtue to hold out lures to 
the simple, the ignorant, and the credulous, which, if 
successful, must debase their characters and render 
them dishonest citizens or dependent paupers? But 
without formally controverting a dogma which teaches 


such erroneous doctrines, we may leave it to the silent | 


| tifarious forms of hopeless bankruptcy, cheerless and 
|unmitigated penury, incurable intemperance and infa- 
/mous vice. But it may be well for the mind of sensi- 
| bility—the reputation of the country—the cause of hu- 
| Manity—that most of these dread consequences may 
, still be concealed. The colours of the picture would be 
| too sombre—the scene, in its col'ected deformity, too 
hideous, for exposure to the open day. In attempting 
| therefore a miniature sketch of the results which this 
/engine of human misery and debasement has effected, 
| we shall do all that is within our power in ranging and 


grouping together a few examples under appropriate 
heads, 


INSOLVENCY. 


‘ 


Though no other injury were to follow from this per- 
| nicious system, its invariable consequence perhaps to 
adventurers is their pecuniary ruin. As this partly re- 
sults from the very nature of a scheme, it may be prop- 
| er here to analyse the probability of loss or gain arising 
from the relative amount of blanks and prizes. Most 
of the present schemes proceeding upon the principle 
of Ternary Combination, consist of any given number at 
the discretion of the managers. The number is so dis- 
posed by means of combination and transposition as to 
_ produce that amount of tickets of which the number 
selected is capable. Perhaps the most usual number 
of the schemes now issued is 66, which will make 
| 45,760 tickets, each containing three double numbers, 
_As schemes of this number are commonly drawn in ten 
| ballots, the fate of the anxious ticket-holders can be as- 
| certained in a few minutes. 


Let us suppose that in a lottery containing 45,760 
| tickets, there are twenty prizes of $1000, one prize of 
| $5000, and one of $20,000, besides others of inferior 


reflection of the philanthropist, satisfied that he will ; amount. We decline any consideration of these merely 
discard it as unsound, false and illiberal. In 1823 the | 2ecatse as the principal is the same, they are not requi- 
lottery was again sought to be propagated, but the tide | om the illustration; - because the great oe 
of popular feeling had so violently set against it as to re- | Of adventurers contemplate with keener avidity the 


quire the salvo of a declaration that it was proposed for 
the last time. Whether it has not again been recently 
revived is not certainly known, but surely the British 
nation has been abundantly admonished of its intrinsic 
banefulness to abandon it entirely. Upon the invention 
of Savings Banks, for the benefit of the poor, it 
was found to present the greatest impediments to their 
success, but during the period of its temporary discon- 
tinuance, these institutions recovered from their lan- 
guishing condition, and gradually advanced in their 
deposits to the sum of fifieen millions sterling. 

If an investigation were made of its influence in this 
country, no cause of triumph would present as an ex- 
emption from any of the ills which it inflicted on Eng- 
land. Cases are numerous, exhibiting its effects in the 
production of insolvency and pecuniary distress, in ex- 
citing to the commission of extensive and multifarious 
frauds, and in leading to suicide and other atrocious 
felonies. ‘The only difficulty consists, not in the want 
but in the selection of examples, since, from the re- 
spectability of relations and friends, much delicacy is 
necessary in the mention of circumstances. Though 
from this cause the names of the persons whose cases 
are subsequently detailed, may, with some exceptions, 
be suppressed, as well as the authorities upon which 
they are given, yet we pledge ourselves for the truth 
of most related, and can offer documentary or oral evi- 
dence of their accuracy. 

If a committee were appointed by each of the state 
legislatures to ascertain from living witnesses the effects 
of lotteries, within their respective boundaries, a mass 
of private distress and public injury would be brought 
to light, the magnitude of which it is difficult to con- 


| glittering prize of thousands. Now what is the chance 
| of a purchaser for either the prize of the one, the five, 
| or the fwenty thousand dollars? Ifhe be the holder of 
| a single ticket, his chance of getting the prize of $1000, 
‘is by calculation shown to be as one to 2080. If he 
' were to purchase that number of chances, and actually 
| succeed in drawing the prize, he would expend at the 
ordinary retail price of a ticket, the sum of $10,400,— 
From this deduct his prize, which, by the allowance of 
| fifteen per cent, will dwindle to $850, and the result of 
| the speculation will be the positive loss of nine thou- 
sand five hundred and fifty dollars. Ifhe be desirous 
_ of drawing the prize of $5000, his reason to expect it 
| might be said to be as one to 22,880. How remote the 
| prospect of success! But the great object ofhis hopes 
is to obtain the capital prize of $20,000. His chance of 
| obtaining this is in the proportion of one to the aggre- 
gate number of tickets in the scheme, that is of one to 
45,760. Now if for the purpose of indemnity he pur- 
chased all the tickets in the lottery, we know that his 
loss would be immense. What fatuity to venture ina 
| game where the hazards are so manifestly desperate ! 
| But, it may be asked, is there no such thing as duck in 
the world? May notthe holder of three tickets draw 
all of the prizes enumerated? Assuredly, it is possible, 
but what would be the result? One such instance of 
| good fortune must inevitably be followed by the loss, per- 


haps ruin, of the hundreds who have ventured in the 
lottery. 


The following transcript from the records of the In- 
solvent court for the city and county of Philadelphia, is 
prepared from the petitions themselves, which are de- 
liberately sworn or affirmed to by the petitioners. It 
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A 


may be observed, however, that it cannot be supposed | Yates & M‘intyre, of Philadel- 


to include all who have been driven to insolvency from | _ phia, 


$7000 00 


this cause; in the the district of Philadelphia, since the | Robertson & Little, 900 00 
year 1830. Many whose losses in lotteries have been | Yates & M‘Intyre of N. York, 800 00 


the principal occasion of their misfortunes, have sup- ( 
pressed the disclosure of them in their petitions, and | 











Due his creditors, $8700 00 8700 00 

















F the fact has only been elicited by examinations at the ei 
| Bar. A large number, too, either from the indulgence | $18234 19 
7 of crediters or successful dexterity in eluding the | édiieii 
clutches of the law, have never been driven into the In-| Several of the debtors have been insolvent, who are 
solvent Court. The number here exhibited, however, | returned in this list. 
is sufficiently great, especially when we reflect upon the | Petition for Sept. term, 1831. 
domestic suffering which poverty always inflicts upon | 
the families of the unfortunate. A. J. C. No. 52 About 150 
J.E 87 Amount not known, 
List of insolvent debtors who have speculated in Lottery \ W. F. 100 At least 600 
4 Tickets in 1830-1-2-3. W. H. 131, says that he lost two or three 
; me hundred dollars, 
S Petitions for March term 1830. Petitions for Dec. term 1831. 
5. No. 7 Actual loss $700 | E. F. W. No. 180 by tickets on hand unsold, 
J. C. B. 15 Amount not known. | ii About $2000 
W. P. 126 ss “ “s And the petitioner as one of the firm of 
E. L. 127 About 450 | = F, W. & T. P. are indebted as fol- 
ows: 
ae Ee Petiti = i An See | Yates and M‘Intyre, note and book 
etitions for June term 1830. account, $1500 
G. A. No, 11 About 1600 | Robertson & Little, do do 150) 
J. D. 75 About 100 | A. M. Nutt, do do 40 
J. B. D. 77 Nearly 1400 | omens 
J. K. 168 550 | $3040 
J.R., Jr. 252 1420 75 | —_ 
P.S. W. 319 About 4000 | Petitions for March term 1832. 
Cc. P. Y. 329 1263 | B. W. B. No. 9 owes 
Petitions for Sept. term 1830, | Yates & M‘Intyre, $25000 00 
A.S. No. 218 350 | Paine & Burgess, 5000 00 
T. W. 263 About 400 | . on 
Petitions for Dec. term 1830. | Ma. SEAN'S 
D. B. Rea 7 More than 2500 | J. H. 80 Amount not known. 
Cc. L. C. 44 Nearly 400, R. M. S. 185 $5000 
G, M‘L. 130 Heavy and repeated losses, | J. G. W. 203 Has lost considerable sums in 
Petitions for March term 1831, | ~ tickets drawn blanks. 
« J.B. No. 27 About 100 | Petitions for June term 1832. 
& J. S.F. 73 About 2000 | F. B. No, 5 $98 00 
3 G. W. 200 A fine for selling foreign lotte- | J. H. B. 25 4 624 
ry tickets, 2000 : J- P. C. 47 Amount not known. 
A. G. 88 Amount not known, | A. G. D. 57 = - = 
Petitions for June term 1831. | Petitions for Sept. term 1832. 
T.T.C. —-'No. 52 About 75 | J. H. No. 117 Fy Bae 
A. F. K. & Co. 114 At least 5000 | H- 1. R. 326 The chief, and in fact, only 
A. N. 152 200 | cause of his present embarrassment, is 
A. G. R. 171 About 500 | owing to his having dealt to a very con- 
N. S. 199 Returns the following debts as | siderable amount in lottery tickets, and 
due to him, viz: thereby sustaining great losses, 
G. W. for lottery tickets, $4500 00 | Petitions for Dec, term 1832, 
ies ei! se ss 2700 00 J. H. Na. 97 $90 50 
H. W. “ ‘6 240 00 | J.H. 102 36 00 
j. F. “ “ 250 00| W. C. S7 Has lost by having lottery 
“a ‘6 “ 140 00 tickets on hand, about $3000 90 
<a “ rT 250 00 | He owes Yates & M‘Intyre, 503 43 
L. T. & “ 21 00'| Robertson & Little, 1088 53 
. J. H. “6 ‘ec 7 00 | J. J. Robinson, 2 00 
G. K. L as 6 13 40 | J. 8. 20 00 
5.7 “ s 48 79 | —. 
J.N. - o 21 00 | In all, $4613 96 
i. f. o 4 11 00 | Be —_—— 
3 S. B. rT 66 10 00} Petition for March term 1833. 
a W. B, H. so" © & chInt 1100 00) J. C. No. 40 About $400 
# E. B -” ” 100 00 | Petition for June term 1833. 
q G. R. L. em 22 00| E. L.C. No. 65 Upwards of $3300 
3 A. C. “ “ 100 00 He owes Yates & M‘Intyre, $1460 
4 Robertson & Little, 100 
; The whole amount due him, is $9534 19 | 
f The following lottery brokers are creditors: $1560 1560 
4 * This debt has since been satisfied. F, F. No, 109 $71 55 
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Petitions for March term 1833. 


J.M.S.B. No. 10 Returns Yates and M‘Intyre as 
creditors, amount unknown. 
45 Lost considerably in lottery 
tickets, and returns the following lot- 
tery brokers as creditors: 
Robertson & Little, about, $100 
Yates& M‘Intyre ‘* 100 
A. M. Nutt ™ SO 


P. S.C. 





$250 230 





Petition for June term, 1833. 


M. M. No. 194. 

The petitioner states that he has lost a 
great deal of money by adventuring in lot- 
teries, having, from the circumstance of 
drawing several years ago about $1400, 
been induced to adventure again until he 
had sunk more money than he could spare, 
he was therefore led on to embark further 
in the practice, under the hope of repairing 
his losses by some lucky train of fortune, a 
hope that proved delusive, and is one of the 
principal causes of his insolvency, &c, 

Petition for March term, 1823. 


A.P. No. 200 About $50 
A. G. R. 247 ss $36 
U. W. 307 He drew in one of the lotte- 


ries about $6,250, which enabled him-to 
discharge his old debts, and set him afloat 
again in business. Encouraged by his luck 
he entered largely into lottery speculations, 
whereby he lost great sums of money, of 
which he has no account. 

Petition for Sept. term, 1833. 


H W. No. 390 About $130 
P. W. 387 Amount not known. 
a e os & - 


These cases are tedious, but they cannot be uninter- 
esting to any one who regards the welfare or morals of 
the community, as matters of moment. Would licensed 
gambiing tables be introductive of so much distress, 
such variety and blackness ofcrime? In the first place 
the lottery is more extensively prejudicial than other 
kinds of gambling, by holding out enticements which 
affect more or less every class in society. It is accom- 
modated to the poor as well as to the rich, to the con- 
cealed speculator no less than the avowed libertine. — 
The subdivision of chances are so minute as even to in- 
clude, among the adventurers, the apprentice to a trade, 
the indented girl, and the chimney sweep. But it 
does not stop here; with its own undistinguishing spirit 
it sacrifices older victims, and ascends into higher 
walks. It penetrates into situations which would prove 
impervious to the contaminating influences of ordinary 
gambling. While in common games, the personal su- 

rintendence which is necessary, must expose the in- 

my of participation, the odium of holding tickets may 
be prevented by committing to another the charge of 
the purchase. It is thus, that persons pretending to 
respectability, have been known to speculate in lotte- 
ries without incurring the disgrace which, in most 
communities, is incident to the practice of gambling. 

The risks are greater in the lottery than in other 
gaming. The chance of the latter may be as one to 
one, or greater, at the discretion of the player, but the 
hazards of the former are frequently in the proportion 
of one to thousands, In the one, loss of fortune may 
ensue in a single night; but in the other, the excitements 
of hope and the agony of disappointment may alternate 
in such rapid succession, that the unhappy adventurer 
may have a protracted struggle with the fickleness of 
chance before he may know the result of the contest. 
In the mean time he is rendered a useless, not to say 
pernicious member of society,—his principles are con- 
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taminated by familiar association with infamy and guilt, 
and his habits debauched by indulging in the excesses 
to which he has been driven. ‘The life of a regular 
gamester may admit of useful occupation in the intervals 
of play. But the adventurer in the lottery, broods by 
day and night over his tickets—his imagination is 
gloated with the grand idea of possessing the capital 
prize—and his mind is held in that state of constant ex- 
citement, which admits of nothing to civert it from the 
one great and absorbing object of its contemplation — 
Ordinary gambling may ruin the victim of its infatua- 
tion at once, and drive him to suicide, or he may borrow 
from his successful companion, beyond the possibility 
of repayment, in the hope of retrieving his broken for- 
tunes, The speculator inthe lottery, on the other hand, 
is not vanquished at a blow, but in the caprices or acci- 
dents of the wheel, though often the loser, he is some- 
times the gainer—new stimulus is thus imparted to his 
cupidity—he is urged on to new adventures—great 
good fortune only whets his appetite for greater—and 
continued ill luck only nourishes the hope of its speedy 
termination. He soon finds that he is incapable of a 
higher effort than discussing the merits of a scheme, or 
lounging uponthe counter of a lottery office, so that 
that which was resorted to as promising a great blessing, 
has become the bane of his happiness and the solemn 
business of his life. When his means are exhausted, 
and his friei.ds lose their confidence, he cannot gratify 
his passion for the game, or his pruriency for its success- 
es, by appealing, like the regular gamester, to the for- 
tunate winner for a new supply. Driven, as well by 
the desperate necessity of ministering to his excitement, 
as by depraved principles and reckless despair, he is 
ready for the perpetration of any enormity. Which 
then has the preponderance of evilas an engine of state? 
If the risks be greater by which the consequent pros- 
pect of loss must be commensurately increased—if it 
be more likely to lead to incurable idleness—if its 
inevitable and certain tendency is to intemperance, to 
perfidy, to fraud, and to crime—and if its pernicious 
influence be more widely diffused, we can be at no loss 
to which to attribute the loathsome superiority. But 
placing the lottery upon the same level with other gam- 
bling—placing it upon the fvoting of a great moral, 
and in our country especially, a great political evil, 
may we ask whether its continuance by law should be 
ae under a form of government which depends 
or its existence and conservation upon the high mind- 
ed purity of its members? Whether that which is so 
directly at war with the whole policy of this country, 
whose every interest consists in making wealth the fruit 
of intelligent industry and presenting every incentive to 
useful and honorable exertion, should be cherished 
and nurtured by the genial sunshine of protective leg- 
islation? 








But not only is the lottery injurious in the abstract, as 
contributing to great pecuniary distress and moral 
wrong, but the system as conducted in Pennsylvania, 
and no doubt from the existence of similar causes else- 
where, superinduces additional evil. Every means 
seems to be employed, every incitement resorted to by 
the guardians of the lottery, to render it as extens'vely 
prejudicial and asradically hurtful as possible. Let us 
take a brief view of its administration in Pennsylvania, 
since the remaks which apply to it here, may, with 
very few exceptions, be made in relation to other parts 
of the Union in which the lottery prevails. 


There is in Pennsylvania but one lottery which has 
even the semblance of law, and that will terminate by 
express enactment with the present year. This lotte- 
ry, which was granted to the Union Canal in 1811, has 
existed under different names and with various modifi- 
cations since the year 1795. ‘Though an act of assem- 
bly passed three years before, prohibited the sale of 
foreign lottery tickets under a severe pecuniary penal- 
ty, and the act of 1811 incorporating the Union Canal, 
greatly increased the forfeiture, yet the law, ever since 
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its enactment, has been constantly infringed with scarce- 
ly an attempt at concealment. ; 

‘The continual augmentation of lottery offices in 
Philadelphia, illustrates the progressive character of the 
evil. In 1809 three offices only are recollected to have 
existed throughout the whole city; in 1827 the number 
was computed at sixty; in 1831 they were ascertained 
to amount to one hundred and seventy-seven; and now, 
in the year 1833, the number may be estimated at above 
two hundred. In these offices were vended, during 
the last year, tickets in four hundred and twenty 
schemes, whose prizes amount to 53,136,930 dollars, 
as may be seen by the subjoined tabular statement. 























iStates authorizing Lotteries | Amount of } No. of 
prizes. Schemes. 
New York, $13,188,818| 73 


10,010,153} 65 
7,638,201, 81 
7,184,486| 62 


\Virginia, 

‘Connecticut, 

\Rhode Island, 

\Delaware & North Carolina. 
| (joint grants, ) 

Maryland, 

‘Delaware, 


3,174,324| 34 
2,028,162} 17 
614,408] 29 


$43,838,552) 361 











*Agegregate for 11 months. 
Add one-eleventh, (to com- 


plete the year, ) 3,985,322; 33 











Aggregate for one year, $47,823,874) 394 
If to this be added the amo’t 

of the Union Canal Lolte- 

ries drawn within the same 


period, 5,313,056, 26 








Grand Total, $53,136,930} 420 


Witness the assemblages at the arcade on these occa- 
sions. Hundreds of wretched persons are collected, 
whose intense anxiety is read in their flushed and dis- 
torted countenances. Listen to the loud imprecations 
and blasphemy mingled with the scarcely audible whis- 
per of profane, delirious, and intoxicating joy, upon the 
announcement of a prize! Follow the motley throng 
upon dispersion, and witness the agonizing disappoint- 
ment and despair which ninety-nine out of a hundred 
exhibit! Yet to the relief of these, hope soon comes in 
the chances of to-morrow. They again attend, and 
with a beating pulse and palpitating heart, hear— 
another disappointment in another blank! Are not 
such spectacles and scenes a disgrace to, and reflection 
upon humanity? 


In the two hundred lottery offices in Philadelphia, it 
is estimated that there may be five or six hundred per- 
sons employed to attend to the business of the respec- 
tive offices. These persons subsist and grow rich by 
preying upon their deluded fellow-citizens. Boys of 
the tenderest age are initiated into all the mysteries of 
the craft, which are those of habitual falsehood and 
schemes of rapine. The arts that are practised to in- 
duce a purchase, and the cheats devised for robbing 
the wretched victim of his prize when he happens to 
draw one, are too notorious to need elucidation by ex- 
ample. Nevertheless a remarkable instance of the lat- 
ter shall be rec rded. A person residing in or near Ger- 
mantown held a ticket which drew the capital prize. — 
Before the fact was ‘known to the holder, three men 
rode out from the city, and so freightened the man by 
representing to him that his ticket was forged, that he 
was induced to relinquish it. ‘Ihe men returned to the 
city, obtained the prize, and divided it amongst them. 


——~—— | The fraud was subsequently detected, and the culprits 


convicted and punished. It would be endless to notice 


~ | all the species of petty frauds which are daily commit- 
Of these four hundred and twenty schemes, whose | ted; such as disposing of five and seven quarters of 
tickets have been constantly for sale in Philadelphia | tickets, selling and insuring tickets which have long 


during and since the year 1832, all are expressly pro- 
hibited by law, except the twenty-six issued by the 
Union Canal. Thus the people of Pennsylvania have 
been made to contribute to the internal improvements 
of New York, Virginia, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 
North Carol:na, Maryland, and Delaware, as well as to 
pay a large sum to a Company of their own state, whose 
grant has expired. Nor are the other states in which 
there are large cities, exempt from similar burthens— 
each js tc xed for the local convenience of the others, 
in proportion to the facilities presented for imposition. 
But Pennsylvania, by being the great mart for nearly 
all the lotteries in the United States, has reason for 
more emphatie complaint. In defiance of all her legis- 
lative prohibitions of foreign lotteries, her citizens are 
annually subsidized to an immense amount; perhaps 
for a church in Rhode Island, or a rail road through the 
Dismal Swamp, or for other improvements in which 
she has as remote a prospect of interest or advan- 
tage. 

The amount of purchases in the United States, we 
cannot pretend to assert, but the pecuniary Joss per 
week to the people of Philadelphia may be estimated 
at thirty thousand dollars. This sum is nearly dst to 
the people, for the only pretended benefit accruing to 
the cause of physical improvement is the inconsidera- 
ble sum of thirty thousand dollars per annum, suppos- 
ed to be applied to the purposes of internal navigation. 
It follows that all the pecuniary distress—the idleness 
and crime superinduced—are inflicted upon the citizens 
of Pennsylvania, without the hope of benefit or the ex 
pectation of return. 


The drawings in Philadelphia are frequent, and it is 
believed about every fortnight throughout the year.— 








* Taken from an accurate list of schemes up to De- 
cember 1, 1832. 


| 


since been drawn, and the forgery of tickets and prizes. 
We shall here give an instance of the last. A young 
man by the name of Ebenezer Wright, was brought 
before the Mayor some time ago, charged with present- 
ing at a lottery office, to be cashed, a ticket whose num- 
ber was entitled to the prize. ‘The report of the case 
is contained in a newspaper, and concludes thus:— 
** Wright has been dealing largely in lottery tickets for 
a number of years past, by which he has sunk a con- 
siderable sum of money, notwithstanding on one occa- 
sion he drew a prize of 1500 dollars. He remarked to 
the officer who arrested him, that lotteries had cheated 
him out ofa clever fortune, and he thought retaliation 
no more than justice.” 


Tickets are so subdivided into minute parts, that 
124 cents is sufficient to purchase a chance. ‘Thus a 
lure is held out to youth of both sexes and of all condi- 
tions, and every motive is presented for stealing the 
trivial sum which gives an opportunity for the capital 
prize. The venders, as if to secure customers at any 
hazard, have standing current accounts with girls in 
kitchens, apprentices to trades, and young clerks in 
stores, who, from month to month, are debited with 
tickets, and credited with prizes. 


These unprotected beings are importuned in the 
streets by some emissary of a lottery office, and if per- 
suasion be insufficient to induce a purchase, the tickets 
are sometimes thrust upon them. Hand-bills of the 
most insiduous and seductive character find their way 
into stores, taverns and kitchens. Placards, pictures 
and signs, powerfully appealing to the imaginations of 
the simple, are exposed to public view. Every art 
which experience has suggested and ingenuity can de- 
vise, is applied to for the purpose of deceiving the cre- 
dulous and alluring the unwary. A prize is always pre- 
mised upon the purchase of a package. The excited 
expectant after spending his last ferthing with the 
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dazzling magnificence of thousands before his eyes, | speculation, whereby the mind is misled from those 
draws indeed a prize which— habits of continued industry which insure the acquisi- 
‘ tion of comfort and independence, to delusive dreams 
Keeps the promise to the ear, of sudden and enormous wealth, which most generally 
But breaks it to the hope, end in abject poverty and complete misery.” 
in the loss of more than half his venture. The result to The great question remains, what will have the ef- 
the unhappy victim at last is, the privation of all he pos- | fect of extirpating so prodigious an evil? Experience 
sessed, and insolvency toa frightful amount, if indeed it | has proved, both in England and America, that no re- 
be not attended with other consequences still more | gulations can palliate its mischiefs,and no prohibitions, 
fearful and calamitous. though armed with penalties, are adequate to give to 
From such a melancholy exhibition of the abuses of) it a prescribed restriction. If the act of 1805, passed 
lotteries, and the number of individuals sustained and | by the Assembly of Pennsylvania, for preventing insu- 
enriched by them, the inference is unavoidable that the | rances by forfeitures be coolly contemned—if the acts 
number of adventurers must be proportionably great. | of 1792 and 1811, likewise annexing pecuniary pexzal- 
‘There is no means of ascertaining with any desirable | ties to the sale of foreign tickets, be inadequate to their 
precision, what number of people buy lottery tickets. | purpose, what confidence is to be reposed in fines and 
But it is certain, and may be relied onas an incontes- | forfeitures? Can its destruction be otherwise effected 
table fact, that hundreds of persons in Philadelphia de- | than by imposing imprisonment as for a criminal of- 
pends upon their success in the lottery for their subsistence, fence? Should not that which destroys the peace of 
and pursue no other means of livelihood! Can it be be- | families, and is the origin of every criminal excess, be 
lieved, that in a city like Philadelphia, there can exist | itself visited by criminal punishment? Nothing less than 
so much crime, dissipation, and idleness? In a city! the severest inflictions of the law and the activity of 
where honest and useful exertion is so well repaid, | the public can secure its provisions from infraction. 
where benevolence is so actively employed to promote | But legislation, however well matured, is after all 
virtue by the establishment of libraries and schools—to | but the expressed opinion of the hour; for if it be com- 
prevent vice by the institution of a Refuge for young | petent for one legislature to annul a system in vogue, 
delinquents—and to arrest its career by presenting op- | the next is equally able to restore it. Public sentiment 
portunities of reform in separate imprisonment? It is| may be stifled on a sudden exigency, or public feeling 
nevertheless, true, that hundreds pursue no other occu- | be blunted by the prevalence of kindred vices. How 
pation than inspect schemes, purchase tickets, and | then shall we ensure to future generations an exemp- 
attend to the drawings, with the other venial devices | tion from this moral scourge? New York has set an 
for cozenage and fraud which are its necessary con-) example worthy of her commanding influence and emi- 
comitants! If it be the duty of government to encour- { nent rank in the confederacy, in forever extinguishing 
age idleness, that duty may be accomplished through | the power to grant a lottery by means of her revised 
the instrumentality ofthe /itery, If the objects of laws} constitution. But as constitutional restriction in every 
be to introduce domestic unhappiness and every diver- | State must be unavoidably delayed, it will devolve upon 
sity of criminal propensity, it is apparent that the /ot¢ery | good citizens to protect, by their vigilance and zeal, 
will well achieve those objects, the rights of morality from insult, and existing laws 
Upon what principle can enlightened legislation, | from violation. We commend the subject to the anx- 
having other objects and duties, permit an instrument ious and deliberate attention of the philanthropist and 
of this sort to continue? Is it for the value of the money | patriot, as incalculably momentous to the present well 
raised, or is it because the losses incident to lottery | being of society, and to the future prospects of the 
speculations may he considered in the light of volunta- | country. 
ry taxation? Its deluded victim does not regard it as a seeseeniee 
tax, but as the road to sudden wealth, dispensing with 
the necessity of labour. If viewed as taxation, it is un- | 
just because it is unequal, and comes chiefly from the | 


TOWN MEFRTING.—RIOTS. 


pockets of the poorest of the people. May not money | 
be raised by a mode which is equal in its operation, | 


which takes from the rich man in proportion to his pro- 
perty, and which not confined to the necessitous, will 
not dry up the means of future support, and cut off the 
possibility of future contribution? If physical improve- 
ment be its object, let us not forget what more than 
countervails the benefit—the moral deterioration of the 
citizen. If revenue be its object, let us not forget that 
larger expenditures will be requisite for the maintain- 
ance of paupers and criminals, and for the construction 
of new alms-houses and new penitentiaries. In fine, 
there is no mode of raising money which is so unequal 
and oppressive—no species of adventure in which the 
chances are so many against the adventurer—none in 
which the infatuation attending it so powerful and en- 


At an adjourned meeting of the citizens of the City 
| of Philadelphia and the adjoining districts, held at the 
| District Court Room, September 15, 1834. Jossru 
R. Ineensoxt, Esq. the Chairman, being absent, John 
Goodman, Esq. of the Northern Liberties, was called to 
the Chair. The minutes of the first meeting having 
been read, John Binns, Esq. from the Committee ap- 
| pointed to make inquiries as to the origin, character 
and extent of the riots in the month of August, made 
the following 


REPORT. 

The Committee appointed at a Town Meeting of the 
Citizens of the City and County of Philadelphia, held in 
the District Court Room, September, 3, 1834, ‘* to in- 

| quire into the origin and progress of the late riots in 
| Philadelphia, and the means taken to suppress them; 


grossing—none which inflicts so much distress—and | and to ascertain the extcnt of personal injury inflicted, 
none which produces more general and atrocious cri- | and the damage done to proper'y, real and personal;” 
minality. ‘The Committee of the House of Commons, | with instructions, to make report to an adjourned meet- 
near to the close of their report, thus express their | ing of the Citizens of the City and County of Philadel- 
opinion of the lottery asa measure of finance. It is | phia, to be he'd at this place, this evening—respectful- 
especially true as applied to this country.—‘‘ Your | ly Report:— 

Committee are conscious that they are far from having That they entered on the discharge of the several du- 
exhausted all the grounds which might be urged, that | ties of their appointment, with deep convictions of their 
the lottery ought not to be resorted to asa financial re- | delicacy and importance—with a determination to as- 
source. ‘Ihe reasoning upon them appears to your | certain as far as possible, all the facts connected with 
committee to apply with peculiar force, to the situation, | the case, and to report, with scrupulous fidelity, such 
the habits, and all the circumstances of a great manu-| as they should deem deserving of report. ‘hey also 
facturing and commercial nation, in which it must be/| came to a determination to asoid—so far as a faithful’ 
dangerous, in the highest degree, to diffuse a spirit of | discharge of duty would permit—the vexing and dis- 
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tracting questions and opinions which influence the families; and thus many white laborers, anxious 
minds of a large portion of our citizens in relation to | for employment, are kept idle and indigent. Whoever 
recent events. ‘Ihe Committee are sensible of the im- | mixed in the crowds and groups, at the late riots, must 
portance attached to the opinions and questions to| so often have heard those complaints, as to convince 
which they allude, and of their probable momentous | them, that the feelings from which they sprung, stimu- 
and extensive influence on the peace and welfare, not | lated many of the most active among the rioters. It is 
only of this district, but of the whole United States. — | neither the duty, nor the intention of this committee, to 
The Committee, however, did not think this the time, | lay down rules for the public, or the government of in- 
or this the occasion, in which discussions of speculative | dividuals, but they deem it within the obligations im- 
opinions could be profitably indulged; conscious, that, | posed upon them, to make the statements they have 
notwithstanding their determination to forbear any ex- | made, and to leave the matter for correction, to the 
amination of speculative opinions, that the facts intimate- | consideration and action of iniividuals. 
ly connected with the subjects which they are called | The other cause, to which the committee would re- 
upon to inquire into,are of such a nature as will wound | fer, is the conduct of certain portions of the colored 
the sensibilities of many of our citizens. ‘The Commit-| people, when any of their members are arrested as fu- 
tee, have, according their best judgments, discarded | gitives from justice. It has too often happened, that 
whatever prepossessions they could discover in their | when such cases have been under the consideration of 
own minds,and they ask of their fellow citizens, in their ; the judicial authorities of the country, the colored peo- 
consideration of this report, to make liberal allowance | ple have not relied on the wisdom and justice of the 
for the errors of the best disposed, and to give credit | judiciary; on the exercise of the best talents at the Bar, 
for good intentions, even to the weak and misjudging. or on the active and untiring exertions of benevolent 
It is notorious—indeed, a fact not to be concealed or | citizens, who promptly interest themselves in their be- 
disputed, that the * object of the most active among | half; but they have crowded the Court Houses, and the 
the rioters, was a destruction of the property, and in- | avenues to them, to the exclusion of almost all other 
jury to the persons, of the colored people, with intent, | persons; they have forcibly attempted the rescue of 
as it would seem, to induce, or compel them to remove | prisoners, and compelled the officers of justice to lodge 
from this district. A similar fecling and intent, had | them for safety, in other prisons, than those to which 
previously manifes'ed itself in the city of New York, | they had been judicially committed. Scenes like these, 
and has subsequently been in active operation in the in- | have given birth to unfriendly feelings, for those who 
terior of this state, as well as in the state of New York. | have thus openly assailed the officers of justice. The 
These events are called to mind, for the purpose of re-| committee hope and expect, that such disgraceful 
marking, that general principles and convictions, rather | scenes will not, again, be exhibited in our city, causing 
than local feelings or interests, must have been in ope- | disrespect for the laws; instilling a spirit of insubordi- 
ration thus extensively to influence public opinion, and | nation; familiarizing the public to breaches of the 
disturb the peace of so many districts in our heretofore | peace; and a resistance to the judicial authority, and 
tranquil country, Whatever those principles and con- | stimulating the violent and the turbulent, to mike war 
victions may have been, their consequences are deep- upon the officers of the Courts, and exhibit, in our most 
ly deplored, and by this community, s:ncerely regret- ; public places, an armed and a riotous people. 
ted. | These, and other causes, have long operated in the 
All Governments claim and enforce obedience, from | minds, and occupied the thoughts of no inconsiderable 
al! persons being under their jurisdiction, therefore, all portion of our fellow citizens. Nearly twenty years 
persons have a right to expect, and to demand, pro- | ago, there was, in this district, an out-breaking of po- 
tection from the Government under which they live. | pular discontent, which issued in the destruction of a 
If the laws cannot be enforced, if the public peace can’ place of worship,of the colored people, in the Northern 
with impunity be broken,there is an end,orto a certain Liberties. As a small frame building, used by the 
extent, a suspension of civil Government. One of the! same description of people, as a meeting house, was 
most indispensible duties of Government, is to protect | torn down, and the windows of another broken, during 
the persons and properties of those who xre within their | the late riots in the Southern Liberties, the Committee 
boundaries. In an especial snanner we have been | deem it proper to remark, that the directions thus ta- 
taught to believe, and do believe, that where the Peo. | ken by the rioters, was, in no instance, given by any 
ple are sovereign, and the Laws are made by Repre- | prejudice against any religious sect, or from any indis- 
sentatives of their own choice, the Governmentand the | position to seeing the people of color assemble together, 
People are equally and eminently bound, to ensure, | for the purpose of public worship. It is believed to 
that every man shall dwell safely under his vine and un- | have been caused by the disorderly and noisy manner 
der his fig tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, and that | in which some of the colored congregations indulge, 
there shali be none to make him afraid. The character | to the annoyance and disturbance of the neighborhood, 
of our country, and her institutions must suffer, if peace | in which such meeting houscs are located. 
be not preserved within our borders. Every honest! The earliest facts immediately connected with the 
man will raise his voice against riots, and every man | origin of the late riots, of which the committee have 
who is not conscienciously scrupulous,should be prompt | been able to obtain authentic information, are the oc- 
to raise his arm, not only to aid the civil authority, to | currences on the evening of Tuesday, the 12th of Au- 
protect the person and property of his fellow man, but | gust. On a lotin the rear of South street, and above 
also, to bring to justice, those who put them in jeopar- | Seventh, there had been for some time before, an 
dy; thus sustaining the peace of the community, the | exhibition of what were called, Flying Horses. On 
supremacy of the Laws, and the Government of his | these horses, a limited number of persons, for a certain 
choice. ' sum of money, were allowed to ride a limited time. On 
Among the causes which originated the late riots, these horses, the whites and the blacks rode indiscrimi- 
are two, which have had such extensive influence, that | nately, and sea’s were eagerly sought after,angry words 
the committee feel they would be subject to censure, | and quarrels would arise, as to the rights of preference 
if they did not notice them. An opinion prevails, es- toaseat. On the night stated there was an unusual 
pecially among white laborers, that certain portions of | crowd of young men, and it was at the time remarked, 
our community, prefer toemploy colored people, when- ; that they were principally strangers, persons not re- 
ever they can be had, to the employing of white peo- | siding in the vicinity. What was the immediate cause 
p'e; and that, in consequence of this preference, many of the riot, or whether, as is, by many believed, it had 
whites, who are able and willing to work, are left with- | been preconcerted, the committee have been unable, 
out employment, while colored people are provided | with certainty, to ascertain; but a disturbance arose in 
with work, and enabled comfortably to maintain their) a very short space of time, the whole of the Flying 
Vor. XIV. 26 
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peace officers of that vicinity, did their duty courage- 
ously, and except the damage done on the premises, 
where the riot commenced, and where some wounds 
were inflicted, the public peace was not again disturb- 
ed that night. 

The next evening, the 13th of August, a considera- 
ble mob unexpectedly presented itselfin the vicinity of 
the premises, which had been destroyed the night be- 
fore. There having been no expectation of such a visit, 
no preparation had been made, and the resistance to 
the mob, on that evening, was principally by the local 
authorities and inhabitants, until, at a late hour, and af- 
ter much mischief had been done, they were reinforc- 
ed by the Constables, Watchmen, and Police from the 
City. In Seventh, Shippen, Bedford,and Small streets, 
and in the Lanes in that neighborhood, the mob did 
much injury to property, breaking into houses, destroy- 
ing the furniture, and greatly abusing and beating the 
inmates, all colored people, many of whom, after ha- 
ving labored hard through the day, had retired to rest, 
without a thought that their dwellings would be invad- 
ed, and their lives endangered by the inhumanity of 
persons to whom they were strangers. We record such 
facts with deep regret, but trust that their record will 
act as a warning, and deter other persons from being 
seduced into a participation in such an outrage. 

On Thursday,the 14th of August,the President Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas, and the Attorney Gene- 
ral wrote to the Sheriff, and, on their representations, 
he promptly took the necessary steps to preserve the 
public peace, As the execution of Murray had been 
fixed for the next day, the 15th, and no reprieve had 
then arrived, the time and attention of the Sheriff, was 
so much occupied in making arrangements for that me- 
lancholy event, that he entrusted to his Counsel, P. A. 
Browne, Esq., the calling out of a sufficient force to 
ensure the public peace. In a communication from this 
gentleman to the committee, he expresses an entire 
conviction, that the civil authority, is, in this district, 
without the aid of any of our Volunteer Corps—which, 
however, was promptly tendered—abundantly suffi- 
cient to que!l any riot, which unfortunately may take | 
place. The attendance of nearly every individual sum- | 
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without any marked character or object. Between 9 
and 10 o’clock, of Wednesday night, as three lads, 
strangers to each other, were passing the south end of 
this frame meeting,they were fired upon from a house, 
and the general belief was that it was an officer of the 
meeting, a colored man, who fired. The young man, 
about 17 years of age, most injured, the committee 
have examined. He was shot in the hand and in the 
leg. It was this unprovoked firing, and the general be- 
lief, that it was done byan officer of the meeting, which 
excited popular indignation, and directed it against the 
frame building. 

On the night of Friday the 15th, serious and not un- 
founded apprehensions were entertained that blood 
would be shed. In Seventh street, below Lombard, 
some colored men had taken possession of a house call- 
ed Benezet Hall, into which, it was said, they had con- 
veyed arms and ammunition. The crowd in front of 
the Hall was great, and made violent threats. The 
Mayor of the city, with an effective force of constables 
and watchmen, came on the ground. The windows of 
the hall and the doors were fastened on the inside, the 
tumult without increased every hour, and some stones 
were thrown at the hall. The Mayor, justly appre- 
hensive of the consequences, and feeling the deep _re- 
sponsibility resting on him, addressed with energy and 
effect, those who were in the hall, as well as those 
around him. Soon after the effect produced by this 
address, High Constable Garrigues stationed four 
watchmen in front of the hall, and then went round, 
and made his way in, at the back of the building.-— 
He made known who he was: some of the colored 
men were turbulent and disposed to resist, but the 
mass of them, (there were about 60,) were willing to 
submit, and were only anxious for their safety. He took 
them all quietly out the back way, announced to the 
crowd that the hall was cleared, and quiet was restored. 
The weapons found in the hall were swords, sword 
canes and clubs—there were no fire-arms, 

This evening, Friday, in consequence of many as- 


| semblages of young men, and some threats thrown out 


against the colored people in the Northern Liberties, 
strong apprehensions of a riot were entertained in that 
district. The Sheriff organized the citizens—the Po- 



























































































































moned on the Posse Commitatus, and the facility with | lice Magistrate, and the other local authorities were on 
which, by volunteers, the places of the few who were | the alert; a few individuals were arrested, and happily 
absent, were supplied, affords gratifying evidence of | the peace was preserved. An occurrence which took 
the general determination of our citizens, that the laws | place on Saturday night, and which was wonderfully 
should be respected, and the public peace preserved. | distorted and magnified, again endangered the peace of 
If any additional evidence was required, it is to be! this district. Two black men were fighting in their 
found in the obedience, discipline, and good order, | own yard; a watchman interfered to keep the peace,and 
which was, at all times observed, whenever the citi-| was, by one of the black men, cut with a scythe on 
zens were called out, wherever they were directed to| the head, arm, and shoulders, in a very dangerous man- 
go and whatever they were ordered to do, by those un-{ ner. A correct account of this affair was industriously 
der whom they were organized. It is due to these citi- | and actively circulated, the public mind was informed 
zens, and to the volunteers, horse and foot, who were | and tranquilized, and peace preserved. 
out during the riots, to remark, that, nowithstanding | In the district of Spring Garden, an apprehension at 
their determination at all times, to do their duty, they | one time prevailed, that an attack was contemplated on 
were in no instance, guilty of a wanton exercise of pow- | Type alley, inhabited principally by coloured people. 
er, but, were as forbearing,as they were resolute. ‘This | Dispositions were made by the Police Magistrate of that 
evening, (Thursday, ) although the number of the peo- | district to avert the threatened calamity, but happily 
ple assembled, was greater than before, in the neigh- | the peace of that neighborhood remained unbroken.— 
borhood, where persons and property had been assail-| Since the night of the 15th, no attempt has been made 
ed, yet was there little, or no, mischief done, so well | to disturb the tranquility of any part of Philadelphia. 
had the constituted authorities made their arrange-| The committee have taken pains to ascertain the 
ments, and so overwhelming was the force they had | damage done, and the personal injuries inflicted. All 
called out. the houses injured were occupied by colored people. — 
This night, however, was marked by the complete | The houses in the same neighborhood, inhabited by 
destruction of a small frame building, used asa place | white people, were preserved from injury by the white 


of worship by the colored people, near Wharton Mar-| inhabitants showing themselves, with lights,at the doors 


ket, a distance of a mile and a half from where the riot and windows. More than thirty houses were, more or less, 
had commenced, This was an event so unexpected, | 


, | injured—a frame meeting house torn down,and the wins 
that conjecture was busy to account for it. ‘The com-| dows and sashes of another meeting house much bro- 
mittee have ascertained the cause why this building, 


: ken. As the rioters broke into the houses, their in- 
thus situated, and thus used, was prostrated.—The | habitants fled,many of them nearly naked,to save their 
evening before Wednesday, there had been some ex- | lives. The furniture of the houses was utterly destroy- 


citement in that vicinity, but of no great extent, and/ed. The whole amount of damages is probably less 
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than $4000. 


age to the sufferers a hundred dollars; 


require much time and labor to replace the things 
which were destroyed. They were the little all, 


approaches, they will more and more feel the want of 


the'r stoves and their beds, and 


Many of these people were forced from their abodes, | 
others were beaten | . , in 
died of his wounds, | given to all the magistrates, peace officers, and citizens 


and for days were afraid to return; 
severely, and one, we regret to say, 

In riots, all are principals; every one among the ri- | 
oters, in the eye of the law, is guilty of the crimes, 
however crimson dyed, which are committed by any of | 
his fellow rioters. ‘Thus, it one commits a murder, all | 
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The damage sustained does not aver- | 
but small as 
is that sum, it had been hardly earned, and it would | 


of | 
those to whom they belonged, and as the cold weather | 


other necessaries. — | their strength to suppress all riots, 
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the law, lest they, being found in bad company, shall 
have to bear their portion of the shame and punishment 
which follow rioters and disorderly conduct. 

The Committee submit the following resolutions. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of all citizens, but 
more especially of the constituted authorities of the 
country, promptly and vigorously, to put forth all 
and to punish the 
rioters. 

Resolved, That the sincere thanks of this meeting be 


who did their duty during the late riots. 

Resolved, That it is due to justice and to the charac- 
ter of this community, that the losses sustained by the 
unhappy sufferers, among whom are included those 


are legally murderers, and if death be the punishment | who were wounded in defence of the public peace, 


of the murderer, all, on conviction, would be subject 
to be sentenced to death. The committee present this 
serious view of the case for the information of the un- 
informed, and that the young, who may have heedless- 
ly thrown themselves among the guilty, may do so no 
more. 

The case of Stephen James is entitled to some con- 
sideration. He was an honest, industrious colored man; 
a kind husband and a good father. He had retired to 
rest on the night of the 14th of August, but was arous- 
ed by the clamor of the mob. The cries which met his 
ears soon informed him that he was in danger, and he 
fled for safety; he was however overtaken, and wound- 
ed in many places, even unto death. He never spoke 
after he was found wounded, in the yard. The Com- 
mittee do not believe that among all the persons, who 
made up the mob assembled on this occasion, there was 
one wicked enough to contemplate taking the life ofan 
inoffensive and unoffending aged man—yet, in truth, 
they did this accursed thing. ‘These facts are stated, to 
induce men to reflect upon the desperate deeds, which 
mobs, without desperate intentions, may commit. 
may be proper here to state, that more than one of the 
peace officers were so seriously wounded that their lives 
were despaired of. 

Some of the coloured population are yet under appre- 


hensions, that, at no distant day, another attack will be | 


made on their persons and property. The committee 
have diligently sought to acquire information as to the 


ground on which these apprehensions rest, and they ; 


have been unable to ascertain any facts which author- 
ize them. As, however, the peace of every communi- 
ty, however large and peaceably disposed, may be en- 
dangered and broken, by the machinations of a few de- 


signing or turbulent persons, it is deemed a portion of | 


the duty of this committee, to make such suggestions, 
as, in their opinions, may tend to avert so dreaded an 


It | 


; Should be compensated. 
| Resolved, That a committee of fifteen be appointed 
| to investigate the claims of the sufferers, to collect sub- 
| scriptions from our fellow citizens, and distribute them 
in the most speedy and equitable manner, among those 
who have suffered, in proportion to their losses. 

JOHN BINNS, 

J GOODMAN, 

PETER HAY, 

JAMES MOTT, 

A. HOOTEN, 

MORTON M‘MICHAEL, 

Committee. 
On motion, the report was unanimously adopted, 
and the duty of naming the committee authorized by 
the fourth resolutions was referred to Messrs. Binns, 
Hay, Goodman, Hooten, M‘Michael, Mott, and Ren- 
shaw. 
It was Resolved, That the proceedings be pub lished 

in all the daily papers of the city. 
JOHN GOODMAN, Chairman, 


g Secretaries. 





Perer Hay, 
Joseru R. CHANDLER, 


| The tollowing gentlemen compose the Committee of 
| fifteen, appointed under the resolutions. 
City—James Mott, George Tryon, Thomas P. Cope, 
' Abraham Miller, William E, Lehman, Samuel Archer, 
| William Bethel, Elliot Cresson, Israel Roberts. 
Nortruern Liverties—Charles J. Sutter. 
| Sprine Ganpen—Lawrence Shuster, 
| Kenstncton—Samuel Guier. 
| Sovurawark aNp Moyamenstnc—James Ronaldson, 
' Thomas Sparks, Peter Williamson. 
By order of the Committee of Seven, 

MORTON McMICHAEL, Secretary. 


event, as an irruption upon the quiet of any portion of | 


our population. Nothing will tend to win the good 


opinion, and secure the good offices of the community, | 


more than a respectful and orderly deportment. It 
would do much good if those of the coloured population, 
whose age and character entitle them to have influence, 


would take the trouble to exercise it, and impress upon | 


their younger brethren, the necessity as well as the pro- 
priety, of behaving themselves inoffensively, and with 
civility at all times, and upon all occasions; taking care, 
even as they pass along the streets, or assemble to- 
gether, not to be obtrusive, thus giving birth to angry 


eelings, and fostering prejudices and evil disposi- | 


tions. 

Qn the other hand, if, unfortunately, any attempts 
shall at any future time be made to renew the late dis- 
graceful acts, it is expected that the citizens who may 
reside in the vicinity will do their duty, turn out 
promptly, and, with a strong hand, put down the of 
fenders. Parents, guardians, and masters would do 
well to caution the young people under their control, 
. to avoid crowds, and not to mix themselves up with 

rioters; more thoughtful persons, from prudential con- 


siderations, will keep ata distance from the violators of ' Amount remaining uncoined, 
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Sratement of the amount of Gold remaining in the 
Mint uncoined on the 13th September—with the 
amount deposited for coinage within the week end- 
ing 20th September—together with the amount of 

| Gold coinage executed, and of coins delivered within 

the same period, 

Remaining uncoined at the Mint, Septem- 











ber, 13th, $803,000 
Deposited for Coinage during the week end- 
ing 20th September, viz: 
| Uncoined bullion, $5,500 
| Coins of the United States of for- 
| mer standard, 1,500 
| Foreign coins, 244,000 251,000 
1,054,000 
| Amount coined during the week ending 20th 
September, 205,000 
$849,000 
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Arrivat Exrraorprnany.—The White Hall row 
boat, manned by four oarsmen, came down the river on 
Tuesday morning from New York in fine style. They 
left White Hall at 5 o’clock on Monday morning, and 
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His death is indeed a melancholy bereavement to his 
afflicted children, whose tears were yet scarcely dried 
for the loss of a beloved and affectionate brother, 
whose arm had promised to be a resting staff to the old 


arrived at Bordentown at eight in the evening, having | age of his father, and whose light was but too early 


suffered considerable detention in the canal, by the 
opening and closing of the locks &c. The crew remain- 





quenched. But let their sorrows be mitigated by the 
reflection that the years of three score and ten had been 


ed at Bordentown during the night, and reached Phila-| more than numbered; that it was not the green stem 
delphia in admirable condition at eight o’clock yester- | but the ripened grain which was gathered to the har- 
day morning—a distance of one hundred and fifteen | vest; and that above all, though the blow was struck, 





miles in the space of eighteen hours, The boat is 28 | 
feet long, and one of the finest specimens of that de-} 


it carried with it no sting to one whose belief and hopes 
were as his, and though the grave was opened, it has 


scription of water craft that we ever beheld.—JVatzonal | won no victory. 


Gazetle. 





OBITUARY OF JAMES HOPKINS, ESQ. 


B. 
Ata meeting of the Bench and Bar of Lancaster, at 
the Court House, on the 15th September, 1854, his 
honor, Junce Hayes, was Called to the chair, and John 


We have to announce the death of James Horxrns, Montgomery, appointed Secretary. 


Esq. the oldest and one of the must eminent members 
of the Lancaster Bar. Mr. Hopkins had attained an 
age when, in the common course of events, it was but | 
natural to suppose that the fell destroyer would not | 
much longer withhold the demand which, sooner or } 
later, he ever so surely makes. But the manner and 
time of his death were, nevertheless, peculiar and strik- 
ing. A trial, of great interest and importance, had 
been progressing for nearly two weeks, in which Mr. 
Hopkins was the leading counsel for the plaintiffs. On 
Thursday afternoon, just as Mr. Buchanan, who was 
one of the counsel for the defendant, had risen to ad- 
dress the jury, he was interrupted by Mr. Hopkins, 
who expressed a desire to read to the Court and Jury 
certain authorities upon which, among others, he said 
he intended to rely. Mr. Buchanan gave way; but 
Mr. Hopkins, after a few incoherent remarks, was 
unable to find the authorities, and resumed his 
seat. 
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There can be no doubt that the fatal inroads of dis- 
ease were then commencing; for, a short time after he | 
was discovered to be apparently asleep in his chair.— 
There was nothing extraordinary in this; and the first | 
alarm which communicated itself, was on the part of one | 
of his colleagues, who, after Laving made several at- | 
tempts to arouse him from his supposed slumber, ex- | 
pressed his apprehension of something serious to the 
Court, when, upon examination, it was discovered that | 
his fears were but too well founded. 


| 

He was immediately carried home in a chair; medical | 

aid called in, and bleeding promptly resorted to—but | 

in vain—the ravages of disease biffled the energies of | 

science and skill, and he lingered on, in a nearly un- | 

broken lethargy until about nine o’clock of the succeed- | 
ing Sunday morning. 


A meeting of the members of the Bar was held on | 
Monday last, when Mr. Jenkins (who had been one of | 
his students) after a beautiful and feeling address, re- 
ported certain resolutions expressive of the sentiments | 
of the bar upon the melancholy occasion, which were 
unanimously acquiesced in, and directed to be pub- 
lished. 


Mr. Hopkins had been engaged in the practice of the 
Law for nearly fifty years. He was always justly dis- 
tinguished for his legal abilities and attainments, and 
the untiring zeal and industry with which he discharged 
his professional duties. Though it cannot be said that 
he died, literally, in the very field of renown, where he 
had won so many laurels, it was there that he received 
the fatal blow which hurried him to the grave. But 
other and higher objects than those of temporal ambi- 
tion had long occupied his thaugbts. His faith was 
firmly anchored upon the rock of ages; and his hopes 
looked beyond the stormy sea of life to the haven of a 
happy eternity, He died unwarned, but not unpre- 
‘psred. 


William Jenkins, Esq. after adverting to the melan- 
choly cause of the meeting, submitted the following 
preamble and resolutions which were unanimously 
adopted: viz: 


The members of the Lancaster Bar have heard with 
feelings of profound sorrow, the intelligence of the de- 
cease of their venerable friend and associate JAMES 
HOPKINS, Esquire. 

At an early period of his professisnal career, Mr. 
Hopkins won, and has ever since maintained one of the 
highest stations at the bar of Pennsylvania. For almost 
half a century he has been cistinguished for eminent 
ability, as well as untiring industry. Those who confid- 
ed their professional business to his care, might always 


feel confident that all would be done for them, which 


legal knowledge and watchful perseverance could ac- 
complish, He may be said to have died at his post, 
for while actively engaged in the trial of an important 


cause, he was seized with the mortal disease, which in 


less than three days hurried him to the tomb, 


For many years past Mr. Hopkins has been looked 
up to as the father of the Lancaster Bar; and well did 
he sustain that character, His bland and courteous 
manners and the kindness which he invariably extend- 
ed to his associates, will by them long be held in grate- 
ful remembrance. 

Resglved therefore, That the bar of Lancaster mourn 
with the deepest feeling, the death of James Hopkins, 


Esquire; he was their friend, their father—the head of 


the profession; its example and its ornament. 


Resolved, That in their bereavement his afflicted 
family have our sincerest sympathy; we condole with 
them; we mingle our tears with theirs; and feel their 
loss as our own. But we must bow to the hand that 
has sinitten us; nor refuse the consolation, that is to be 
drawn from the remembrance of his exalted public 
worth and his unrivalled domestic virtues. He lives 


| in our affections; and in our hearts will he ever be 


cherished. 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 


to convey to the family this expression of our feelings 
on this melancholy occasion. 


Resolved, That as a token of our respect we will 
wear the usual badge of mourning for 30 (lays; and at- 
tend his funeral this afternoon ina body. 


Resolved, That these proceedings be published in all 
the newspapers of this city. 


In pursuance of the third resolution the chairman 
appointed Messrs Jenkins, Ellmaker and Buchanan, 
each of whom had studied the law under the direction 
of Mr. Hopkins, to convey to his family the sympathy 
and condolence of the bar. 


A. L. HAYES, Chairman, 
Attest— 


Joun R, Montcomery, Secretary, 
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is substituted for Union canal the distance 
will be shortened, 46 





From the Harrisburg Intelligencer. 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 






















In favor of Pennsylvania route, 103 

But if the Susquehanna was made navigable from the 
termination of the Pennsylvania canal to tide, the water 
communicatian would be shortened from Philadelphia 
to Pittsburg, as the following will show. 
From Harrisburg to Philadelphia, by the 

river to tide 62 miles? from tide to Chesa- 

peake and Delaware canal 23 miles; Chesa- 

peake and Delaware canal 14 miles; Dela- 


By the politeness of the Hon. Wm. Clarke, we have 
received an able report of Mr. Mercer relative to the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal. It contains 414 pages, 
and is very valuable for the mass of information 
which it contains, not only in reference to this interest- 
ing work but to other works of internal improve- 


ment. 
Length. 
The canal when finished from Georgetown to Pitts- 


iver 45 mil 
burg will be 342 miles long, with a lockage of 3,158 as rae faery tu 145 
feet. One hundred and seventy miles will be finished | 7, fayor of Susquehanna route, 12 
during the present summer, 


It may not be a fact which is generally known, yet it 
is true, that the completion of the contemplated nation- 
al steamboat canal by the way of the Susquehanna, if 
extended from Baltimore to the Potomac, would open 
a water communication with less than one-third of the 
lockage, between the LAKES and WASHINGTON 
CITY, at least 30 miles nearer than the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal extended to Erie. 


From the Lakes to Washington. 


Dimensions. 


From Georgetown to the Little Falls’ a distance of 5 
miles, the canal is 80 feet wide, and 7 feet deep. From 
the Little Falls to Harper’s Ferry, a distance of 60 
miles the canal is 60 feet wide and 6 feet deep. Above 
Harper’s Ferry the canal is 50 feet wide and 6 feet 
deep. Pivot bridges have been substituted for Perma- 
nent ones in order to avoid annoyance in the conyey- 
ance of passengers. 

The greater dimensions of this canal, Mr. Mercer 
thinks will more than compensate for the great amount 
of lockage. In the first 41 miles the lockage is 217 
feet by 27 locks. ‘The report says, **the descent be- 
tween the Great and Little Falls of the Potomac; a 
compass of eleven miles along precipices, is bounding 
a river which has borne on it ice and snow, elevated 
for several miles 30 feet above its ordinary height. .” 

We have quoted these facts, in order to draw the at- 
tention of the public to the proposed Steamboat navi- 
gation of the Susquehanna, The greatest difficulty in 
the navigation of our river, is in the distance from Co- 
lumbia to the Maryland line, a distance of 28 miles. — 


, miles. lockage, 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 542 3158 


From Pittsburg to Lake Erie, 168 about 600 


oe 


510 3758 





From Lake Ontario by Seneca Lake 
and Susquehanna river, to tide, 
Chesapeake Bay and Maryland canal 
across Maryland, 480 ab’t 1200 





ee 


Difference in favor of Susquehanna 


route, 30 2558 
From the Lakes to Baltimore. 


Let us compare this with the Potomac and we shall e miles. 
find that the difficulty is much less. The full of the | BY the Chesapeake, Ohio and_ Maryland a 
Potomac from the Point of rocks is 217 feet. The fall | _ Cals, ; 555 
of the Susquehanna from Columbia to the Maryland | By the way of the Susquehanna Bulti- 

canal is but 150 feet, and the rocks and precipices are | ™0P® 439 
not so great on the Susquehanna, as on the Potomac. | _. , =r 
But a canal has been made nearly as large again as the | Difference in favor of Susquehanna route, 116 


Pennsylvania canal, at an expense of about $25,000 
per mile. Who does not perceive then, that a ship 
canal 100 feet wide and 12 feet deep can be made 
from Columbia to tide, for $1,500,000. From Columbia 
to Lake Ontario there are no serious difficulties—more 
than half the distance can now be traversed by steam- 


From the Lakes to Philadelphia. 

By the Pennsylvania canals, Portage, Rail 
Road and Union Canal, 608 

By the Seneca Lake, Susquehanna river, 

Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, and 





Delaware river, 458 
boats. . 
Although this improvement is a great and noble | Nearer by the Susquehanna route, 150 
work, yet we think Mr. Mercer’s enthusiasm has led 


_— 


him into errors in his comparison of it with other 
works, 

It will undoubtedly open the nearest and best water 
communication between the Ohio river and the Poto- 
mac, but it can never be the best route from the Ohio 
to Philadelphia and New York, as the report endeavors 
to prove. ‘The following will disprove it. 


Distances Compared, 


In every point of view it will be seen that no work 
ever contemplated has such transcendent advantages 
in a national and commercial point of view. That it 
will soon be so viewed by the nation, we have no 
doubt, 


From the Pittsburg Gazette. 


miles. —— : 
From Pittsburg to Georgetown by Chesapeake eee en eT 
and Ohio canal, 342] Pursusant to public notice, a large and respectable 
From Georgetown to Baltimore, by proposed meeting of the Free Masons of the city of Pittsburg 
Maryland canal, 44 | and county of Allegheny, ‘‘who deem the further con- 
From Baltimore to Philadelphia by Chesa- tinuance of the institution unnecessary,”’ assembled at 


peake and Delaware canal, 121 | the house of Geo. Beale, in said city, ou Tuesday even- 


ing, the 16th inst., GEO. COCHRAN of Richard was 
called to the Chair, Gro. R. Wurre, was appointed Se- 
cretary- 

On motion of W. W. Fetterman, Esq., a committee 
of five, consisting of the following gentlemen, was ap- 
pointed to draft resolutions expressive of the sense of 
the meeting, viz: W. W. Fetterman; Dr. Jos. P. Gaz- 
zam, E, Pentland, John M’Kee, and Robert Burke. 


—_—— 


507 
From Pittsburg to Philadelphia, by the Penn- 


sylvania, Union Canal and Schuylkill navi- 
gation, 440 


In favor of Pennsylvania route, 


67 
¥f the Philadelphia and Columbia Rail Road 
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The committee having retired for a short time, re- 
turned, and the Chairman submitted the following as 
the report of the majority of said committee. 

Whereas, the public mind has been for a long time | 
agitated and disturbed in relation to the subject of Ma- | 
sonry and Anti-masonry, causing discussions, dissen- | 
sions, disagreements, and even very unpleasant feel- | 
ings, if not often worse, between acquaintances, neigh- | 
bors, friends, partners in business, members of the 
same churches, societies, andeven families, which have 
necessarily produced no good, but, on the contrary, | 
a great deal of evil; and it is desirable by every lover | 
of peace and good order, by every well wisher to the | 

! 


peace and happiness of the community of which we are 
all members, that the floods of bitterness and strife 
should be stayed, and every effort in our power should | 
be made to restore the peace and harmony that exist- | 
ed previous to the vgitation of this unpleasant and | 
painful subject. And, whereas, we do not believe that | 
the good effects arising from Freemasonry, can ade- | 
quately repay us for being continually embroiled in | 
wrangling and hostility, at direct variance with all the | 
principles of good order—and being anxious, on our 
part, that the question should be set at rest, and peace | 
once more restored to our community—Therefore be it | 
Resolved, That we recommend to the Lodges and | 
Chapters of this Masonic District, to surrender their | 
Charters, and close their Lodges and Chapters; and we 
earnestly invite all Masons, who have any regard for | 
the character of the order, and the preseryation of | 
peace between man and his fellow man, to come for- 
ward and aid us in the cause of peace, by effectuating 
this object, and imitating the praiseworthy example 
already set us in our own and some of the sister states. 
Resolved, That we decm it unnecessary to say any 
thing relative to the merits or demerits of Freemasonry, 
or any thing having a tendency to promote discussion 
on the subject, either now or hereafter, as we have no 
other view than the restoration of peace and harmony | 
to the country, and are influenced by no other object | 
in our action upon the subject. | 
Resolved, That the several Lodges and Chapters be | 
requested to sell their property, and, after payment of | 
their debts, apply the balance of the proceeds to such | 
charitable purposes as their members may direct. 
Resolved, That these resolutions be signed by the | 
Chairman and Secretary, and all Masons who may as- | 
sent to the same, and that these proceedings be pub- 
lished in the several papers in the city. | 
Resolved, That we approve of the sentiments con- 
tained in the subjoined memorial to the Lodges and | 
Chapters of the city of Pittsburg, and direct the saine 
to be published. 





} 


—— 


To the Masonic Fraternity of Pittsburg and Allegheny 
county. | 
Fellow Citizens: 
We take the liberty of addressing you upon the expe- | 
diency of dissolving the Masonic Societies in this city | 
and county. If there be any thing valuable in Free- | 
masonry, it is our priviledge to partake of its benefits | 
— if there be any sacrifice in putting an end to the in- | 
stitution, our loss will be the same as yours, and this | 
consideration has inspired us with the hope that the rea- 
sons which have dictated this address will be justly ap- | 
preciated. : : 
As good citizens you must desire the public tran- 
quility, and as men of sense and observation, you can- 
not fail to perceive, that the quiet of the country is | 
continually disturbed by controversies, of which | 
Freemasonry is* made the subject. We can dis. | 
cern no end to this state of things so long asthe ma- 
sonic order exists among us, and we feel it our duty to 
declare that its continuance ought not to be persevered 
in at the expense of the public tranquility. If it be said 
that the proscription of Freemasons has been under- 


MEETING OF MASONS. 





taken for purposes separate from the public good, and 
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with a view of subserving the ambition of individuals— 
our answer still is, that the existence of the institution 
is of secondary importance, and we are desirous to ter- 
minate an angry contest, by conceding its longer exis- 
tence to the feelings and wishes of our neighbors. 

In deciding, however, upon this course, we feel 
bound to declare that we have never considered Free- 
masonry as connected in any way with party politics, 
and that if it be a political institution, or perverted to 
political purposes, we are gnorant of it. We arealike 
ignorant of its alleged influence in our courts of justice. 
We would further declare that so far as we know the 
obligations of Freemasonry, they are not considered by 
us as overruling or interfering with the duties of mo- 
rality or religion, or with the duties which we, as men, 
owe to the whole body of society. May we not in a 
spirit of conciliation, forego the benefits and gratifica- 
tions which belong to Freemasonry, for the sake of al- 
laying the fears, and removing the suspicions of thou- 
sands of honest and good men, respecting the institu- 
tion? Is this a sacrifice too dear to be made on the al- 
tar of patriotism! 

It has sometimes been urged that the destruction of 
Freemasonry as an institution, is not the object or the 
wish of the Antimasonic party, and that the dissolution 
of the order will not be followed by any abatement in™ 
the invectives and reproaches with which, Freemasons 
are now assailed. We cannot believe this of the great 
body of the Antimasonic party—we believe they are 
strangers to the insidious and malignant spirit which 
these charges impute, and we would not for a moment 
act on the supposition that they are true. We verily 
believe that if the lodges and chapters of Freemasons of 
this city and county shall be dissolved, the bitter cuntro- 
versy now agitating the community will cease. But 
should individuals be found to keep it alive, and toper- 
severe in denouncing such of their fellow citizens as 
are Masons, we have, in the good sense and justice of 
the peeple, a safe resource. ‘They will readily detect 
the true grounds of the warfare against us, and disap- 
point the purpose for which it shall be carried on. 
We would, however, reiterate the opinion that no such 
warfare is to be apprehended. 

Having submitted this brief indication of our senti- 
ments, in regard to the course which we feel to be due 
to ourselves and to our country, we would entreat the 
several communities of Freemasons to take into con- 
sideration the object of dissolving the masonic institu- 
tion in this city and county. We would ask them todo 
it as an act of deference to public opinion—as a conces- 
sion to the great community in which we live. 


Respectfully your fellow citizens, 


M. B. Miltenberger, 
S. Smith, 

John Rippey, 

A. McFadden, 
Sylvester Lothrop, 
Jno, P. Bakewell, 
Wm. Blackstock, 
John F. Wrenshall, 
Geo. Anshutz, jr. 
Wm. F. McClurg, 
Thomas Scott, 
Saml. Fahnestock, 
Th. Brooks, 

Jas, Correy, 


James Adams, 

D. S. Scully, 

Robert Christy, 

G. W. Bradley, late W. 
M., of Milnor Lodge, 

I.ewis Peterson, 

Geo. Cochran, of R’d., 

E. Pentland, 

Geo. Miltenberger, 

J. P. Gazzam, 

Isaac Lightner, 

Robt. Burke, 

Geo. R. White, 

John McKee, 


W. Holmes, Wm. Porter, 
Geo. W. Jackson, John Lloyd, 
Geo. Beale, A. Hays, 


F. Lorenz, James Hanson. 


| Other names will be added as soon as procured by 
the committee. } 
The question was then taken on the report of the ma 


jority of the committee, and it was adopted with but- 
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few dissenting voices, and signed by the following Hot week in Juty. 
named gentlemen, July 6,—New Moon. 
James Adams, James Brown, Mercury at 3 v’clock. 84 
W. W. Fetterman, Jacob Forsyth, 7 86 
Robt Burke, Thos. Hartford, 8, Conjunctions. 89 
John M’Kee, O. G. Craig, > 92 
Joshua Logan, B. T. C. Morgan. 10, fell to 80 
D. 8S. Scully, paca ea Hot week in August. 
Wm. Holmes. John Glime, . ; 
S. Smith, : Wm. Blackstock, Aug. 4, Conjunctions. 
Wm. Porter, M. B. Miltenberger, = New Moon. 
Lewis Peterson, Robt. Christy, , ; : 
Geo. Anshutz, jr. Wm. A. Irvin, 7. Conjunctions. 
James Correy, Alex. M. Anderson, ° Cenjunctions. 
. Geo. R. White, ’ ‘ 
ie Shen K. Copeland, The Mercury ranged this week from 84 to 90. 
Sarol. Robinson, Geo. Beale, Aug. 12,—This day was the hottest experienced in 
Saml. Fahnestock, Henry Warner, Lancaster for twenty years. . 
George Darsie, John Wightman, Mercury at3 o’clock, : 93 
}: G: Bowerr Geo. Armstrong On this day was the Conjunction of Mars with 
. . > Ss ° 
Thomas Scott John F. Wrenshall, Jupiter. ‘ : 
M. B. Lowrie, Henry Higby, SEPTEMBER. 
George Cochran, of R’d., Anson Bidwell, Wet Week. 
— en: - mage Sept. 2, Conjunction of the Moon with Mercury, 
alter Forward, aml. Walker, ale. 
James Kerr, Wm. James, 3, New Moon. The Mercury rises. 
D. M*Donald, H. Stevenson, 4, Mercury at3 o’clock, 81 
Isaac Lightner, Geo. W- Jackson. 5, Conjunction of the Moon with Saturn 
Chas. H. Israel. Rain. 
ot a : 6, Conjunction of the moon with Venus. 
Dr. Gazzam submitted the following preamble and | 


81. 

resolutions as the report of the minority, viz: | Rain is principally caused by the variation in the 

Whereas, several of the members of this mecting | weight of the atmosphere, 

have signed a memorial addressed to the several lodges | hy the attraction of the Moon and Planets. Water 

of this city and vicinitr, recommending (for reasons | when in the atmosphere is held in solution by Caloric, 

therein set forth) the surrender of their charters, and | (or heat) with which it parts when the atmosphere is 
the discontinuance of their meetings, and 


\ , ; | attracted by the Moon and Planets in an unusual degree; 
Whereas, said lodges, after mature deliberation,have | the Caloric (or heat) thus disengaged increases the 


refused to surrender their charters and suspend their | temperature of the atmosphere, while the watery parti- 
meetings, and a : : | cles form into clouds and finally fall on the earth in rain, 
Whereas, in the opinion of this meeting, the lodges | 4g jn the first instance there is a rise of temperature, so 
are the only competent. tribunals to decide whether | jy the last there is a depression, as the water on the 
their charters should or should not be surrendered, | earth uniting with the Caloric (or heat) in the air, de- 
and en : . | prives the atmosphere of a portion of its heat, and thus 
Whereas, any further action in the premises by this | causes the mercury to fall. 
meeting, would be virtually an appeal from the decision | METEOROLOGIST 
of said lodges to the public at large—from a competent | f 
to an incompetent tribunal, and a 
Whereas, such an appeal would be unjust, ungener- BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
ous, and highly inexpedient—therefore, | he following correspondence, relative to the bank 
Resolved, Mhat while this meeting disclaims for itself dividends, between Mr. Biddle and the Secretary of 
all desire for the continuance of Masonry, it cannot and | the Treasury, has been forwarded to the President of 
will not infringe the acknowledged rights of others, | the United States; and by him furnished to the editor 
pi i and continue the institution of Free Ma- | of the « Nashville Republican” for publication. 
Resolved, That a public renunciation on the part of | July 8th, 1834. 
demitted, to active Masons, in favor of a surrender of | Sir—I have had the honor of receiving your letter of 
charters or any other measure after a solemn decision | the 3d inst. requesting that the dividend on the stock 
of the lodges would be indecorous and disrespectful— | of the bank owned by the United States should be 
a violation of the rights of those who choose to continue | placed to the credit of the treasury of the United States, 
actively to support Masonry—would fail to produce | at the office of this bank in Washington, which was this 
the intended result, and would subject those so recom- | morning submitted to the Board of Directors. At the 
mending to the imputation of unworthy motives. | same time was presented a copy of your letter to the 
Resolved, That in the opinion of this meetiug, all | cashier of that office, dated the 2d instant, containing 
measures adopted or contemplated by demitted masons, | the final refusal of the treasury to allow the claim of the 
having or intended to have an influence on the inter- | bank for damages on the protested bill upon theFrench 
ests of the lodges, should be communicated to the | Government. : 
lodges alone. After due consideration of the contents of these com- 
munications, Iam instructed by the Board of Directors 
to inform you, that from the dividend payable the 17th 
From the Union. of this month, there will be deducted the amount due to 
CONJUNCTION THEORY. the bank for damages, costs, and interest upon the bill 


of exchange drawn by the Secretary of the Treasury 
“There cannot be a Conjunction without Chemical | on the French Government; and that the remainder 


action, and there cannot be Chemical action without an ; shall be placed to the credit of the Treasurer, in 


increase of Temperature.” the office at Washington, in conformity to your re- 
Experience is the only test of its accuracy. quest. 


and that is chiefly produced 
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I am further instructed to say, that this course is | 
adopted by the Board of Directors, not merely from a | 
conviction of the obvious justice and propriety of it, 
but because it furnishes the best, if not the only, mode 
of obtaining a judicial decision of the case by the proper 
tribunals. To procure that decision, the board will 
give every facility in their power; and if there is any 
other mode of submitting the rights of the respective | 
parties to the judicial tribunals, more acceptable to you, 
any suggestion by you for that purpose will not fail to | 


receive the prompt and respectful consideration of the \ 


Board of Directors. 
In the mean time, I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully yours, 
N. BIDDLE, President. 


Hon. Levi Woopsoury, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, 


Bank OF THE UNITED SrarTEs, 

July 8, 1834. | 

Sir—I had this day the honor of informing you that 
the Board of Directors would deduct from the dividend 
payable to the United States, on the 17th of this month, 
the amount due to the bank on account of damages on | 
the bill of exchange on the French Government. 
I am instructed to apprise you, at the same time, that | 
in thus enforcing their rights in this particular case,they | 
desire not to be understood as waiving any other claim | 
upon the Government; and they more especially wish it 
understood, that they do not waive their claim for full | 
compensation and indemnity for the violation of the | 
charter of the Bank, by the removal from its custody of 
the public funds, fur the use of which the Bank had 
paid a valuable consideration. ‘That claim is reserved 
in full force, to be asserted at such time, and in such | 
manner, as may hereafter be deemed expedient. 


I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, yours, 
N. BIDDLE, President. | 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, | 
July 14th, 1834, 

Sir—Your two communications under date of the | 
Sth instant, have been received. ‘Ihe course pursued | 
by the Bank over which you preside in determining to 
withhold a portion of the dividend due on the stock 
of the United States, has excited much surprise in this 
department, and at the present time, is more to be re- 
gretted, as Congress is not in session to provide for the 
deficiency thus caused in the estimated revenue from 
bank stock of the present year, 

The claim for damages on the bill of exchange drawn 
upon France, to answer which it is stated that payment 
of part of the dividend is now refused, was disallowed 
by this department before the two last dividends were 
passed to the credit of the Treasury, and some months 
before the recent session of Congress commenced.— 
Consequently is was presumed that the claim, if not 
abandoned, would be presented and pursued before 
that body in the manner usual with claims against the 
United States, when the latter has not instituted any ac- 
tion at law against the claimant. 

Besides these considerations it could not have been | 
anticipated as probable, thatall the dividends accruing | 
would not be paid with promptitude and fidelity, when | 
it was known, that the case of a failure in a stockhold- | 
er to discharge his subscription to the capital of the } 
Bank, was the only case where the charter makes an | 
express provision, that he ‘shall lose the benefit of 
the dividends, and,”’’ in this instance, the United States, 
though a large stockholder, was not pretended to have 
been guilty of any breach of the provision. Notwith- 
standing this,it would seem from your communications, 
that the United States, though intimately connected 


Hon. Levi Woopsourr, ; 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 














} 
| 
{ 
' 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


_with the Bank, by having co 
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nferred the great privileges 
in its charter, by still using it daily as a fiscal agent for 
certain purposes, and by being entitled to a supervision 
of its concerns through Congress, has suddenly, with- 
out previous notice, and only by an implied or con- 


| structive power, not in the opinion of this department, 
| warranted or necessary, been deprived of the use of 


most of its dividends, and for the purpose of satisfying 


a controverted claim, the law and equity of which were 


many months since denied by the executive, and have 
never been sanctioned by either of the other branches 
of government established by the Constitution. 

In this condition of the subject, since the Bank did 
not deem it proper to present to Congress, the custo- 
mary tribunal for settling such disputed demands against 
the United States; or during its late session, to apprise 
either that body or this office, of the extraordinary 
course intended to be pursued in thus seizing upon a 


| large portion ofthe public dividends, while already in 
| possession of more than a million of dollars belonging 


to the government, but hitherto uncalled for by its cre- 
ditors or the treasury, this department does not consid- 
er that it has yet enjoyed a suitable opportunity, in re- 
lation to so unexpected a measure, to know the views 


| or procure a desirable action of Congress; and, there- 


fore, does not feel justified in making, at this time, any 
arrangement with the Bank, or any ‘* suggestion” in 
respect to legal prosecutions; nor in recognizing any 
mode ‘* the injustice or propriety ” of the proceedings 
the Bank has been pleased to adopt. 


But it will endeavour on the whole subject to present 
an early report to Congress at its next session, and to 
the President of the United States. In the mean time, 
if the Bank desires, before a report is prepared, that 
the facts and reasons in detail, on which its decisions, 
and especially its claim for damages on the bill of ex- 
change are founded, should be examined by this de- 
partment, the statement of them, whenever forwarded, 
will receive respectful consideration. 

I have the honor to be yours, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

N. Bropte, Esq. 

President U, S. Bank, Philadelphia.* 


PENNSYLVANIA CANAL, 


Totts received on the Pennsylvania Canal and Rail 
Roads, for the week ending Sept. 13, 1834. 








Philadelphia $1,931 47 
Paoli, 176 49 
Lancaster, 67 38 
Columbia, 681 85 
Portsmouth, 1,128 96 
Harrisburg, 1,000 35 
Duncan’s Island, 38 05 
Newpurt, 22 45 
Lewistown, 256 47 
Huntingdon, 89 11 
Hollidaysburg, 1,769 11 
Johnstown 1,555 08 
Blairsville, 20 47 
Leechburg, 22 97 
Pittsburg, 604 46 
{ Beaver, 76 05 
Liverpool, 35 09 
Northumberland, 145 72 
Easton, 1,132 28 
New Hope, 72 79 
Bristol, 435 03 

Total, $11,233 62 











*For the history of this bill, see Reg. vol. xii. p. 410. 
{The return from Beaver is for the last 4 weeks, 


